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MEETING WITH GOD
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WELCOME – we get to know each other better

An ‘ice-breaker’ question encourages everyone to speak briefly and to share a little information about themselves.
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WORSHIP – we focus on God

Worship could consist of singing or listening to music, or a meditation, or prayer, or silence, or any combination of these, or anything else that the leader feels would help the group focus on God and respond to him. The leader could invite each member to bring a contribution. The following could be used if wanted.
 
Preparation

This is the day which the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Let us pray.
Father, direct our thoughts,
teach us to pray,
lift up our hearts to worship you
in Spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Listen to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ:
‘Follow me.’
'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 
'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  
'Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.'  
'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.'

(Pause for reflection)

We pray together:
Heavenly Father, 
you created us to become like Christ;
	may we keep growing.
You planned us for your pleasure;
	may Christ be at the centre of all we do.
You shaped us to serve;
	may we all use our gifts well.
You formed us for your family;
	may we be a loving and open community.
You made us for a mission;
	may we help make Jesus known.
May we and the communities to which we belong
be transformed by your Spirit,
that your light may shine in our world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Praise

Sing, or listen to recorded music, or speak prayers of thanks and praise.

Pray

The Collect for the day (in bulletin) may be used

The Lord's Prayer may be said as follows in the left column, or in the more traditional version on the right.

Our Father in heaven,		   Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name,	   hallowed be thy name.
your kingdom come,		   Thy kingdom come,
your will be done,		   Thy will be done,
on earth as in heaven.		   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.   Give us this day our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins		   and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those 		   as we forgive those
who sin against us.		   who trespass against us;
Lead us not into temptation	   and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.	   but deliver us from evil;
For the kingdom, the power 	   for thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours	   the power and the glory,
now and for ever.  Amen.	   for ever and ever. Amen.
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WORD – we build one another up

The word of God equips us for every good work, and we grow spiritually as we seek to build one another up. The leader may base this section on the teaching in the bulletin, or on some other material. The aim is not simply to grow in knowledge, but to put the knowledge into practice. The following pattern may help.

Review
The leader may invite members to share any encouragement or problems putting the previous teaching into practice.

Reading 
If using the bulletin, choose the reading that fits the Comment.

Comment 
The leader may use the Comment from the bulletin, or some other material, or a tape or a video. Members of the group may wish to add their thoughts.
Clarification
A short discussion may help to clarify what God is saying.

Application
This is the important point! Use questions from the bulletin or from the other material, or the leader may choose others. The aim is to find out how each member can put the teaching into practice, and to encourage one another to start doing it.

Response
The leader may say:
Come, Holy Spirit, come upon us in love and power.  We open ourselves to you.
Holy Spirit, come upon us.

Silence

The leader may invite anyone to share any further thoughts which have come in the silence.

Pray for one another, in silence or aloud.
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WITNESS – we focus on the world around us

We want to see our families and friends, colleagues and neighbours, transformed by Christ! We want to see the kingdom of God established in our communities! This is a vital time for discussion and/or planning, for sharing and for prayer. The focus may be on our individual situations, or on joint action.

End with a time of prayer, in silence or aloud. 
The final prayer could be ‘the grace’:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

